Changes of cerebral gamma glutamyltransferase activities after treatment with exogenous inducers.
The activity of gamma-glutamyltransferase localized in isolated brain synaptic membranes- and microvessels-enriched fractions was assayed after treatment of rats with either phenobarbital or ethanol. Phenobarbital increased the activity of gamma-glutamyltransferase in microvessels, without alteration of synaptic membranes activity. An increase of enzyme activity was also obtained after a chronic intoxication with ethanol. These results suggest that the isoform of gamma-glutamyltransferase localized in brain microvessels may respond to exogenous inducers.